Benflumetol is a racemic fluorene derivative. It conforms to the structure and reactivity of the aryl amino alcohol group of antimalarial drugs, including quinine, mefloquine, and halofantrine (Pradines et al., 1999) . 2,7-Dichloro-4-chloroacetyl fluorene, (I), is an important intermediate in the synthesis of benflumetol (Deng et al., 2000) . In a continuation of our work on the structure-activity relationships (Rao et al., 2004 (Rao et al., , 2005 (Rao et al., , 2006 we have obtained a colourless crystalline compound as the product of the reaction of 2-chloroacetyl chloride and 2,7-dichloro-9H-fluorene. The structural characterization of our product, (I), was performed by single-crystal X-ray diffraction.
There are two molecules in the asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 15 H 9 Cl 3 O. The fluorene rings of the two molecules are both coplanar within 066 (3) Å . In the crystal, C-HÁ Á ÁO and C-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bonds link the molecules into sheets running parallel to (100).
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